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Why eco-innovation is different (or is it?)

The lecture will address some selected issues in the current economic research on eco-innovation. After locating eco-innovation in a macro dynamic framework, the specific or non-specific nature of eco-innovation will be discussed by looking at: (i) the drivers of eco-innovation, and in particular the role of policies vs markets in spurring eco-innovative dynamics, in particular at the level of adoption/diffusion; (ii) the barriers faced by firms in undertaking eco-innovation strategies; (iii) the role of complementarity between different types of eco-innovations and between eco- and non-eco innovations at the firm level; (iv) the role of consumers in eco-innovation diffusion; (v) the case of the ‘circular economy’ as a system-level, diffusion-based eco-innovative transition, and the critical role of organisational innovation in it. 
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